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1. Paragraph VII emphasizes that the research and development is in support of interoperability and data deliver/integration.  Paragraph VIII on the other hand goes on to describe support for specific applications (sea basing and/or protected marine resources).  Is the BAA focused on development and delivery of the applications described in paragraph VIII or is it focused on development and delivery of a middleware infrastructure that would provide data in support of such systems, which would be supported by paragraph VII?

The demonstration will be an end-to-end, integrated prototype Navy/NOAA solution utilizing existing Navy and NOAA oceanographic data management and communications infrastructure(s) to evaluate the value-added implications of such an integrated approach to the identified Navy/NOAA oceanographic product service area(s).  Areas contributing to Navy/NOAA oceanographic data management, communications and product services interoperability include:  Data Discovery, Data Access, Archive Access, Quality Control, Data Fusion, Product Assessment, and Product Dissemination.  The applications provide the context to the focus the demonstration and to provide the framework within which the “value-added” evaluation of the integrated solution shall be made.

2. How many different source systems will be providing sensed Ocean information for the demonstration project?

Vendor should make use of all applicable data sources appropriate to both Navy and NOAA oceanographic systems.

3. For each source of sensed ocean information, what are the parameters and format of the data that will need to be consolidated in the Ocean Web site?

Vendor should determine appropriate data format compatible to both Navy and NOAA system requirements.

4. Are there specific minimum displays or visualizations envisioned for the Web based system?

No.

5. We understand that white papers are being solicited that will describe an approach covering one or more of the requisite applications.  And that if a white paper is accepted then the Government would request a cost proposal. Our questions are whether the Cost Proposal development would be Government funded? and if so to what level?

Proposal development cost will not be funded or reimbursable.

6. Can you provide technical points of contact or technical library that will provide information about the available ocean sensor data sources and data formats. 

Technical library information forthcoming via SEPCOR.

7. Can you provide the planned funding level for the contract that would be awarded, based on a successful white paper and cost proposal?

Actual award value for the Demo Project is anticipated be up to two awards for a total of $3 Million ($1.5 Million per contract award spread evenly over 24 month period (Oct 03 – Dec 05) or three fiscal years (FY04 – FY06).  As published in the Arlie House report, the funding for the Integrate Ocean Observation System is under discussion within Congress (Commerce Committee Bill S.1400) and is estimated to ramp up to $500 Million spread through several federal agencies.

8. We understand that this solicitation is the beginning of an overall program effort.  Can you provide the anticipated funding levels for the IOOS program?  and identify planned acquisitions?

Current Federal spending on ocean related research is approximately $600 Million, while spending for operational oceanography across federal agencies and other stakeholders is roughly $1 Billion.  The additional annual cost of a fully implemented IOOS is estimated to be $500 Million in constant dollars.  Overall funding for the complete IOOS has not yet been appropriated, though selected regional observing system components have been funded.  (see Ocean.US 2002,  “Building Consensus:  Toward an Integrated and Sustained Ocean Observing System (IOOS),” Ocean.US, Arlington, VA, 175 pp.)

9. The synopsis does not specify that work must be performed within a pre-determined distance of SPAWAR. Is there a requirement as to where work must be performed?  

No.

10. Does the government anticipate that any work will be performed at government facilities? If, so, what percentage does the government anticipate to be at their sites?  

Approximately 10-15% mainly at NCEP, NODC and NAVOCEANO.

11. No contract type is specified. Can the government provide guidance as to the type of contract vehicle it intends to award?

Cost Reimbursable.

12. Some documents listed in the SOW do not contain web links or the web links do not take you to the document. Can the government post documents to the SPAWAR e-commerce website?  

Navy documents are guidance and will be available at the Oceanographer of the Navy website at http://www.oceanographer.navy.mil  - will be activated shortly. 

NOAA documents listed are also of a guidance nature. Those documents without web listings can be updated to read:  "Building Consensus: Toward an Integrated and Sustained Ocean Observing System," Ocean.US Workshop Proceedings, Arlie House, Warrengton, VA, March 10-15, 2002, 175 pp. http://www.ocean.us/documents/docs/Core_lores.pdf

"The State of the Nations Ecosystems - Measuring the Lands, Waters, and Living Resources of the United States," The H. John Heinz III Center for Science, Economics and the Environment, Washington, DC, 2002, 270 pp., http://www.heinzctr.org/ecosystems/report.html

"Observing the Oceans in the 21st Century - A Strategy for Global Ocean Observations," GODAE (Global Ocean Data Assimilation) Project Office, C Koblinsky and N.R. Smith, ed.2001, 604 pp., http://www.bom.gov.au/GODAE/ocean_book.html

13. SOW Para 3.0.  Is a specific operating system required for the PC-compatible system, or can the contractor propose Linux/UNIX systems. 

Both Navy and NOAA agree that Windows compatible systems are preferable. While Linux systems are being folded into both agency systems, the use of UNIX would not be acceptable.

14. SOW Para 3.3.1.2 requires bi-monthly meetings at the office of Ocean.US. Is this office at 2300 Clarendon Blvd. Suite 1350, Arlington VA 22201-3667? Can the contractor conduct these meetings via VTC to save travel costs? 

The correct address is sited above.  Periodic use of VTC is acceptable. Initial meeting should be face-to-face with follow on meeting format determined on a case-by-case basis.

15. SOW Para 3.6.2 is unclear with respect as to how the contractor will obtain the disparate oceanographic data used in the demonstrations. Will the government provide a technical point of contact at both SPAWAR and NOAA to facilitate obtaining government data?  Will the government provide the data communications network to collect the data or will the contractor be required to build and maintain the network?  

See Answer #6.  Use of Navy and/or NOAA existing networks and related data ports at NAVO/NESDIS/NOAA are mandated. Demo project is not meant as a driver for a new network design, rather a synergistic solution of specified applications using existing capabilities.

