
RFI N66001-02-R-9898
This is a Request for Information (RFI) and/or Sources Sought Synopsis. The U.S. Navy maintains a collection of marine mammals that are used for fleet programs and research and development projects.  The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center San Diego (SSC SD), Biosciences Division 235, is tasked with and responsible for the management, care, and training of these marine mammals.  The sensitive and unique nature of this use of marine mammals requires the application of professionally recognized animal care and training techniques as well as the provision of relevant technical and support services.
General Information:
SSC SD is seeking information regarding sources capable of providing the engineering and technical support services necessary to care for, train, and maintain the U.S. Navy’s marine mammals.  Providers must be capable of providing technical support in the following areas of knowledge:


A. Computer programming


B. Engineering in the ocean environment


C. Mechanical design


D. Drafting


E. Logistics support

F. Mechanical technician support
G. Electronics technician support

H. Database technician

I.  Technical writing


Marine Mammal Technical Support:  Technical support for the Navy’s marine mammal programs requires mechanical and electrical hardware design, development, technical analysis, testing, documentation and logistical support.   The equipment is utilized with marine mammals and small boats in the open ocean environment.  Therefore special considerations relating to animal limitations, ocean dynamics, and marine corrosion are important concerns, in addition to standard engineering considerations.   Engineering drawings, schematics, and parts lists shall be in compliance with MIL-T-31000 (General Specification for Technical Data Packages) and ASME 14.5M Dimensioning and Tolerancing standards.  Software used for engineering drawings and illustrations is Autodesk AutoCad Release 14 (or later).   For text intensive documentation (manuals, specifications, presentation materials) Microsoft Office Suite 2000 is utilized.  Database work is conducted with Microsoft Access.    The logistical support efforts for the marine mammal systems focus on the implementation of the NRaD Configuration Management Plan for Marine Mammal Systems, 55910-0129537, dated Jan 96.  The contractor will be responsible for adhering to all procedures detailed in the plan as well as the generation and maintenance of all required documents.


· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Information Format: Potential providers of marine mammal care and training services are requested to submit an Information Statement not more than five (5) pages long that includes the following:


1)
Description of previous experience in the areas of expertise noted above;
2)
Significant accomplishments or contributions related to marine mammals, military operations, and the ocean environment in the specialties listed above;
3)
A brief description of a plan to meet the Navy’s marine mammal  technical support needs, including ability to provide qualified personnel with expertise in the skills required to fulfill the Navy's marine mammal technical support needs.
1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 
10) 
11) 
Purpose:  Information obtained as a result of this announcement will form the basis of the Government’s decision on whether to offer this requirement on an unrestricted basis under full and open competition.  
This sources sought announcement does not constitute a commitment, implied or otherwise, to procure any services or equipment. The Information Statements to be submitted are not expected to be proposals and will be used for technical planning purposes only. A solicitation is planned for March 2002.  Please include in your responses all existing contract vehicles (including GSA contracts) for your organization.  

All data received in response to this sources sought announcement that is marked or designated as corporate or proprietary information will be fully protected from release outside the government.  It is not the intent of the government to reimburse vendors for the cost of submitting information in response to this RFI.  

Questions pertaining to this announcement may be directed to the POC, Ms. Elena Gertes via e-mail at: gertes@spawar.navy.mil.  The Information Statements are due by 4:00 P.M. local time on 06 February 2002 and should be submitted electronically to the POC e-mail address or two complete sets of hardcopy materials may be submitted to the office address identified elsewhere in this synopsis
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