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I.  PURPOSE:  The purpose of this announcement is to seek industry input to identify critical issues, commercial open systems solutions, and technologies for Distributed Services (DS). 

II.
DESCRIPTION (This Commercial Agency Announcement (CAA) does not obligate the Government to render awards in response to this announcement.)
The Government is soliciting technical concept papers addressing a commercial DS architectural approach.  Industry is encouraged to provide details of its architecture approach, including upward compatibility, programming model for application development, multi-platform interoperability, security, directory service, web services, publish & subscribe methodology, and adherence to PEO C4I & Space’s recent guidance in the “Re-usable Application Integration and Development Standards (RAPIDS).”   This document is available at https://rapids.spawar.navy.mil.  Industry should also address any license requirements, maintenance requirements, and provide a rough order of magnitude (ROM) for life cycle cost for its proposed concepts.  The Government’s DS objective is to achieve platform independence and maximum portability in a fully open systems approach.  Proprietary Solutions are unacceptable.  Demonstrations will be provided at no cost to the Government.  Technical concept papers should be limited to 20 pages or less.

All technical concept papers will be evaluated.  The Government will provide participants with selected approaches the opportunity to demonstrate their commercial solution in a laboratory environment, with potential for further operational experimentation construct.  Industry may form joint ventures or collaborate with other industry partners on any of the topics.  

The following is the initial topic that the Government desires to have industry input.  This CAA is open for one year from the date of the announcement.  An initial submission for Topic 1 is open for thirty (30) days from the date of this announcement; however, papers may be submitted on Topic 1 until the closing date of this CAA.  Other topics may be added at a later date.

Topic 1 – General DS Demonstration.  The Government is interested in DS technologies that would simplify the overall infrastructure across the Navy enterprise resulting in a more reliable data exchange, seamless and rapid integration of additional data sources into the architecture, and that leverages current investment in technologies, C4ISR and Tactical systems.  In addition to the proposed technical concept papers include a brief (8 pages or less) description of your proposed demonstration. Your commercial solution will be demonstrated in a laboratory environment.  Participants should include in the description the number of systems, servers, or units being utilized and the functions of each.  If the submission is selected as a viable approach to a commercial DS solution, the participants will be provided an opportunity to demonstrate their technology to the Government.   

Finally, those participants whose concepts were selected, demonstrated and deemed viable may also be invited to participate in an operational experimentation construct, at a location and time to be determined, as early as fall, CY 03.  Companies selected should explain if their demonstrations can be done onboard an afloat platform and what requirements would be necessary for that demonstration.  Any written material submitted in response to this CAA will not be returned.  It is the policy of SPAWAR to treat all proprietary proposals, if marked as such, as sensitive competitive information and to disclose their contents only for the purposes of evaluation.
Questions should be submitted to SPAWAR’s Contracting POC Ms. Linda Allen, linda.n.allen@navy.mil  (619) 524-7148.  

III.  Demonstrations

The Government will be providing participants with selected approaches the opportunity to demonstrate their commercial solution in a laboratory environment, with potential for further operational experimentation construct.  Demonstrations will be provided at no cost to the Government.    

Selected participants must identify, two weeks in advance, specific requirements (LAN speeds, GFE hardware, etc) that would be required from the Department of the Navy to properly demonstrate their DS technology.  If selected to participate in an operational experimentation construct, specific requirements (LAN speeds, GFE hardware, etc) must again be identified.

Topic 1 - General DS Demonstration.  

Participants, as a minimum, must demonstrate a capability where data is turned into actionable knowledge.  The systems must sense, fuse, exchange and then present the information to the operator.  Each of these actions will involve disparate systems, most/all built on different platforms, and the systems must freely exchange the information using an open interface and/or commercial standards such as Web Services Description Language and Internet Protocol.  The Government encourages the use of existing C4ISR systems, such as GCCS, in all demonstrations.  In addition, Government observers must be permitted to examine the data moving between the systems during the demonstration.  Because DS needs to allow non-uniform growth and loosely coupled processes, the participants must also demonstrate that pieces of the architecture can be modified, improved, or replaced with minimal or no disturbance to the rest of the architecture.  Additionally, new pieces must be able to be added with minimal or no disturbance to the rest of the architecture.
IV. Submission Information

A. Electronic Submission Information
(a) Offerors shall submit their concept papers electronically to SPAWAR under the instructions contained in this provision.  Offerors shall submit their concept papers as either scanned (TIFF) or PDF documents.  Electronic copies shall be submitted via the SPAWAR E-Commerce Central (SPAWAR E-CC).  Offerors submitting concept papers shall register in the SPAWAR E-CC and select their own password in order to submit a proposal.  Offerors are required to read the “Submitting a Proposal” web page found in the SPAWAR E-CC. For information about “e-Proposal” submission, please visit the SPAWAR E-CC at the following URL:   https://e-commerce.spawar.navy.mil.   If technical problems occur, offerors are to immediately notify, via email, the SPAWAR contracting official specified and submit the quote or offer via email.

(b) Each electronic file shall also be clearly marked to show the proposal volume number, solicitation number, and offeror’s name. Submissions shall not contain classified data.  The offeror’s submission shall be in accordance with the requirements set forth below:

(1) Adobe Acrobat version 4.1 or greater shall be used to create the PDF files

(2) The submission files may be compressed (zipped) into one, self-extracting file entitled “proposal.exe” using WinZip version 6.3 or greater

B.  Eligibility For Submission:  A Commercial Offerors Technical Description submission is not restricted in any way to any particular entity. All interested responsible sources may submit an Offer. Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Minority Institutions (including Hispanic Serving Institutions and Tribal Colleges and Universities), as well as Small Businesses, HUBZone Small Businesses, Small Disadvantaged Businesses (including Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Businesses), and Women-Owned Small Businesses are encouraged to participate.

C.  Submission Due Date:  The CAA is open for one year from the date of this announcement.  This topic is due 30 days from the date of this announcement.
V.  Evaluation

Evaluation criteria will be Topic specific and will be included in any addendum to this CAA for additional topics.

Topic 1 - General DS Demonstration.  The Government will evaluate technicalconcept papers as well as any demonstrations based on technical merit.  Technical criteria, at a minimum, will include robustness, Human Machine Interface (HMI), and the ability to exchange information across heterogeneous platforms.

VI.  Conclusion

Unless clearly marked as proprietary, the Government may use all or any part of a submission to formulate the Government’s ultimate requirements for DS.  Furthermore, submission of a technical concept paper, in response to this request, does not imply or otherwise guarantee award of  any potential future acquisition related to DS.  No debriefings of the technical concept papers will occur.  If participants are enhancing work performed under other DoD projects, they must clearly identify the point of departure and what existing work will be brought forward and what new work will be performed under this CAA.
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