The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center, San Diego, in support of the Naval Health Research Center (NHRC), is soliciting white papers and proposals for research and development support in investigations of biomedical and psychological aspects of military service members’ health and performance as well as the health of their dependents.  Studies will be done under the general guidance of NHRC investigators or in direct collaboration with NHRC investigators.  All research using human subjects or human data must comply with applicable federal, Defense Department, and Navy humans subject protection regulations.  Research will be accomplished at government facilities in San Diego, CA (50%), other military installations (10%) and universities and private sector settings (40%).  Areas of interest are listed below and include estimates of annual research support hours based on past needs:

1. Epidemiological investigations of pre-deployment, deployment, and post-deployment-related health issues and the management of birth and health registries. These will include evaluations of and the secure management of large databases. (36,000 hours) 
2. Prospective studies involving large cohorts.  This will require the surveying and follow-up of many thousands of participants via mail and internet-based surveys at regular intervals over several decades.  (27,000 hours) 
3. Clinical trials to address important deployment-related health concerns.  These studies will include, but are not limited to, effects of immunizations and other exposures, on health and physical functioning.  (9000 hours)
4. Studies of emerging infectious diseases and development of methods of surveillance for such diseases.  These projects will include, but are not limited to, evaluations of respiratory illness in recruits and other military populations, development of new diagnostic tests for infections, and assessment of infectious disease prevention efforts in the military.  (9000 hours)
5. Research in the areas of casualty care management, human performance testing, and the impact of environmental exposures on health.  Such studies include medical information system development, design of field medical technologies, modeling of medical resource needs, and investigations of physiological and cognitive changes in personnel exposed to operational stressors or agents found in military environments. (36,000 hours)

6. Research in the areas of human disease identification, treatment, and prevention. Human diseases considered for study will include cancer (breast, colon, prostate, lung, etc.), coronary heart diseases, infectious diseases, diseases particular to the reproductive system, and disorders associated with the aging process.  (36,000 hours)

7. Studies investigating telecommunication procedures for their use in providing ready access to medical consultation and general education on human disease issues, and the development of educational materials and training for investigators using human subjects in their research.   (27,000 hours)

Additional information about these areas of interest is available at the SPAWAR e-Commerce Central web site at https://e-commerce.spawar.navy.mil/.  Click on “SSC San Diego,” then “Open Solicitations."  This announcement constitutes a Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) as contemplated by FAR 6.102(d)(2)(i) and 35.016.  A formal RFP or other solicitation regarding this announcement will not be issued.  No hard copy versions of this announcement will be issued.    

White papers are initially sought to preclude unwarranted effort on the part of an offeror in preparing a full proposal.  Offerors submitting the most promising white papers will be invited to submit a full technical and cost proposal on all or a part of their white paper submission.  Such an invitation, however, does not assure a subsequent award.  The white paper process does not preclude an offeror from submitting full technical and cost proposals directly; however, the submission of white papers is strongly encouraged.  
The total funding available for this BAA is estimated to be $70 million over a period of five years.  Awards may take the form of procurement contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, or other transactions, as appropriate.  The Government reserves the right to fund all, any, none or part of the proposals received under this BAA.  The Government provides no funding for direct reimbursement of white paper or proposal development costs.

The Government anticipates that most awards resulting from this BAA will take the form of Indefinite-Delivery, Indefinite-Quantity (IDIQ) contracts to allow for offerors to respond to the changing needs and research focuses of NHRC through the issuance of task orders.  As a result, information on offeror’s capabilities to conduct research in and support the seven specific areas of interest described in this BAA is of more interest than specific, pre-determined research projects.
White papers must not exceed 15 pages in length.  White papers should include the following items:

1. Cover page, clearly labeled “WHITE PAPER”, including the BAA title and date, offeror’s organization name and address, proposal title, administrative and technical points of contact along with telephone and facsimile machine numbers and e-mail addresses;

2. Summary of basic research methodologies to be used in conducting research in each of the seven listed research areas of interest;

3. Summary of type of knowledge to be gained through research in seven listed areas of interest;

4. Summary of rough estimates of cost for each year by seven research areas;

5. Listing of key personnel along with the approximate percentage of time to be expended by each person    

       during each contract year; 

5. Concise summary of the qualifications of key personnel; and

6. Summary of offeror’s relevant past performance on similar research projects.

White papers must be submitted within 30 days of the date of this announcement.  If a white paper is favorably evaluated, an offeror will have 45 days to submit a full proposal following notification by the Contracting Officer.  Such notification will confirm that the offeror’s white paper addresses areas of interest and has a reasonable chance for a competitive award based on subsequent evaluation of the offeror’s full proposal.  No debriefings of white papers will occur.  Offerors who elect to submit a full proposal directly, without following the white paper process, must do so within 45 days of the date of this announcement.  Instructions for the format of full proposals are available at the SPAWAR e-Commerce Central web site.  White papers and full proposals must be submitted electronically to the SPAWAR e-Commerce Central web site in accordance with the web site’s submission guidelines.  Offerors are expected to appropriately mark each page of their submission that contains proprietary information; do not provide submissions marked “classified,” “confidential,” “secret,” etc.           

White papers and full proposals will be evaluated through a formal process of scientific review.  White papers and full proposals will be evaluated against the following criteria, listed in descending order of importance:

1. Overall scientific and technical merit;

2. Qualifications, capabilities and experience of the proposed key personnel;

3. Breadth and/or depth of the offeror’s relevant past performance;

4. Potential contribution to the mission of the Naval Health Research Center; and

5. Realism of the proposed cost and availability of funds.

All responsible sources capable of satisfying the Government’s needs may submit a white paper or full proposal.  Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) and Minority Institutions (MI) are encouraged to submit white papers and/or full proposals and join others in submitting; however, no portion of this BAA will be set aside for HBCU and MI participation due to the impracticality of reserving discrete or severable areas of research for exclusive competition among these entities.  Questions of a contractual nature should be directed to Jennifer McKamey, Code 221, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center, San Diego, 53560 Hull Street, San Diego, CA  92152-5001.  E-mail: jennifer.mckamey@navy.mil.  Questions of a technical nature should be directed to Christopher Blood, Naval Health Research Center, P.O. Box 85122, San Diego, CA  92186-5122.  E-mail: blood@nhrc.navy.mil.
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