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Response to Questions

Solicitation N66001-02-R-5999

1) Q. Would the USG consider providing the Nera v7.12 software, opening codes and the AHU
as GFE items for the demonstration as well as removing them as contractor furnished items

under this procurement for the following reasons?

a. Because the Navy has or will have license rights to v7.12 software and because
previous versions of software did not require ICU purchases in order to obtain
opening codes for external modem operation, and because the government is
purchasing the Saturn B terminal and v7.12 from Mackay under a sole source

contract.

A) No, the government has no rights to the Nera Version of 7.12 Saturn-Bm terminal software
beyond those granted to any commercial purchaser of the Nera Saturn-Bm terminal. Under the
current contract N66001-01-D-5024 for Saturn-Bm terminals, no software version is identified.
New terminals are provided with a preinstalled firmware that supports contract defined
performance requirements. Contract N66001-01-D-5024 does not contain requirements for an
external modem. The government will not be procuring any additional opening key codes
necessary only for external modem operation. With respect to providing the Saturn-Bm terminal
as GFE, the government is requiring potential offeror’s to furnish the Saturn-Bm terminal. The
Saturn-Bm terminal can be procured through commercial sources.

b. Nera has advised that it will only sell the opening codes required for external
modem operation in conjunction with procurement of the Interface Control Unit
(ICU). Some Non-OEM bidders may not require the ICU functionality in providing
the requisite 128k solution and may only require v7.12 software with external
modem opening code to meet the RFP requirements. This would unduly
disadvantage non-OEM competitors.
A) No. The government will not be procuring any additional opening key codes necessary only

for external 128 kbps modem operation. Nera’s commercial practices are not within the
government’s control.

c. Nera has advised that the AHU is not currently available to commercial
customers. This unduly disadvantages non-OEM competitors’ ability to fully
respond to the 128k RFP in its current form and for this reason the AHU should
be GFE to allow fair evaluation of all Non-OEM and OEM bidders.

A) Yes. The government acknowledges that the Nera AHU is a new product and may not be as
readily available as the Saturn-Bm terminal that has been in production since the mid 1990’s. In
order to allow prospective offeror’s the ability to respond to the RFP in the required time frame,
the government shall make available on temporary loan the required AHU, subject to availability,
which is anticipated by 14 June 2002. Such temporary loan is contingent upon prior receipt by
the government from the prospective offeror of two SaturnBm terminal INMARSAT Serial
Numbers (ISN’s) that may be used by the Government to acquire from Nera the opening key
code required to operate the loaned AHU. The solicitation closing date will be extended to 15
July 2002.



2) Would the USG consider providing the Nera Saturn B components (other than the external
modem hardware) required for the demonstration as GFE items for the following reason?

a. Non-OEM competitors’ costs to compete are unduly burdened by the pre-award
demonstration material requirements (most which are available to the Navy only
via its exclusive sole source OEM distributor). Additionally, the cost to procure the
above items for the required pre-award demonstration is prohibitive in relation to
the first year guaranteed contract amount of this procurement. This unduly
disadvantages non-OEM competitors.

A) No. The government will not be procuring any of the additional components required for the
demonstration of non-OEM equipment, therefore, some items needed by some offerors may not

be otherwise available within the Government. All prospective offerors are subject to the same
requirement, to provide equipment necessary for the demonstration.



