
RFI N66001-02-R-9899

This is a Request for Information (RFI) and/or Sources Sought Synopsis. The U.S. Navy maintains a collection of marine mammals that are used for fleet programs and research and development projects.  The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center San Diego (SSC SD), Biosciences Division 235, is tasked with and responsible for the management, care, and training of these marine mammals.  The sensitive and unique nature of this use of marine mammals requires the application of professionally recognized animal care and training techniques as well as the provision of relevant technical and support services.
General Information:
SSC SD is seeking information regarding sources capable of providing services necessary to support the care, training, and maintenance of the U.S. Navy’s marine mammals.  Sources must be capable of providing daily care and training of marine mammals in accordance with all Federal regulations and the Navy’s policies, procedures, and standards.

Marine Mammal Care:  The daily care of marine mammals includes but is not limited to feeding; the administration of food supplements and medications; behavioral observations (including 24 hour watch schedules); maintenance of behaviors required for medical care; exercise; routine and emergency handling; clinical veterinary care support; transports; animal enclosure and equipment maintenance; and the maintenance of all animal records which include but are not limited to feeding behavior, food consumption, diet, and physical condition and characteristics.

Marine Mammal Training:  The training of the Navy’s marine mammals requires a proven understanding of and capability to develop training strategies and apply behavioral modification and maintenance techniques based on operant conditioning with an emphasis on positive reinforcement.  Basic and advanced behavior used in the Navy’s program are trained and maintained in ocean environments and animal enclosures.  Projects may require the use of specialized equipment and hardware for object location and retrieval.  An understanding of marine mammal biology and behavior, basic safety, and husbandry is also required. 

Information Format: Potential providers of marine mammal care and training services are requested to submit an Information Statement not more than three (3) pages long that includes the following:

1) Qualifications of the on-site manager.

2) Description of previous experience in the care and training of marine mammals.

3) Significant accomplishments or contributions regarding the care and training of animals.

4) A brief description of a plan to meet the Navy’s marine mammal care and training needs on a seven days a week schedule including the ability to provide qualified personnel with expertise in the skills required to fulfill the Navy's care and training needs.

Purpose:  Information obtained as a result of this announcement will form the basis of the Government’s decision on whether to offer this requirement on an unrestricted basis under full and open competition.  This sources sought announcement does not constitute a commitment, implied or otherwise, to procure any services or equipment. The Information Statements to be submitted are not expected to be proposals and will be used for technical planning purposes only.  A solicitation is planned for March 2002. Please include in your responses all existing contract vehicles (including GSA contracts) for your organization.  

All data received in response to this sources sought announcement that is marked or designated as corporate or proprietary information will be fully protected from release outside the government.  It is not the intent of the government to reimburse vendors for the cost of submitting information in response to this RFI.  

Questions pertaining to this announcement may be directed to the POC, Ms. Elena Gertes via e-mail at: gertes@spawar.navy.mil.  The Information Statements are due by 4:00 P.M. local time on 06 February 2002 and should be submitted electronically to the POC e-mail address or two complete sets of hardcopy materials may be submitted to the office address identified elsewhere in this synopsis.   
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